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SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY RECEIVES $4.75 MILLION GRANT TO PROVIDE DIRECT 

CASH ASSISTANCE TO APPROXIMATELY 250 SENIORS FACING ECONOMIC 
INSTABILITY 

 

STOCKTON, Calif. — August 24, 2026 — Housing Authority of the County of San Joaquin 
(HACSJ), in partnership with GiveDirectly, announced the launch of Cash Assistance for Senior 
Housing in San Joaquin County (CASH SJC), a direct cash assistance program for housing-unstable 
seniors age 60 and older. 

The program is funded through a $4.75 million award from the California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS). Additional support from community and philanthropic partners, including the San 
Joaquin Community Foundation and Mayors for a Guaranteed Income, strengthen the program’s 
impact in San Joaquin County.  

"San Joaquin Community Foundation is honored to provide $250,000 in required local match to 
support the Housing Authority's innovative and responsive approach to ensuring housing stability for 
our seniors during such a critical time," said Nik Howard, Executive Director of the San Joaquin 
Community Foundation. 

San Joaquin County received the full $4.75 million CDSS award through a competitive process 
involving 42 applicants across California. The investment comes at a critical time as seniors face 
rising housing costs, inflation and limited affordable housing. While the sunset of the Emergency 
Housing Voucher program, coupled with a national shortfall in housing voucher funding, increases the 
risk of housing instability for vulnerable seniors. 

Peter W. Ragsdale, Executive Director of HACSJ shared “We are incredibly fortunate to bring this 
much needed resource to Stockton and San Joaquin County.  Federal housing assistance is inadequate 
to meet the needs of families in our community as rents steadily rise.  As Housing Choice Vouchers 
and Public Housing properties face reductions in federal funding, housing must remain a critical 
component of State  budget priorities or gains in reducing homelessness will be lost.”  

CASH SJC will provide approximately 250 senior households with $1,000 per month for 12 months, 
for up to $12,000 in direct cash assistance per participating household. Some participants will also be 
randomly selected to receive a one-time additional payment of $4,000. 
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The cash is unconditional. Participants can use the funds for rent, utilities, medications, transportation 
or other expenses that help maintain household and housing stability. 

The CASH SJC application period opens August 24, 2026, and closes November 18, 2026. To apply, 
visit: cashsjc.aidkit.org/apply  

Eligible applicants will be selected through an equal-opportunity random selection process. Applicants 
must: 

• Be 60 years of age or older; 
• Live in San Joaquin County; 
• Be on a HACSJ housing waitlist; and 
• Be low income, including people receiving benefits such as CalFresh, Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI), Medi-Cal or similar public benefits. 

CASH SJC is designed specifically to help older Californians navigate this housing instability. By 
providing cash directly to seniors, the program offers immediate flexibility while participants wait for 
longer-term housing solutions. 

The award also comes at an important moment for San Joaquin County as the Emergency Housing 
Voucher program sunsets, creating additional urgency around preserving housing stability for seniors 
who face limited incomes and rapidly increasing housing costs. 

For more information or to apply, visit cashsjc.aidkit.org/apply. 
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